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 “Transgression plays with codes that are understood to be social and historical.”    

                                           --Cris Mayo, “Gender Disidentification” (2013)  

  
 

 “There is no gender identity behind the expressions of gender... identity is performatively constituted by 

 the very 'expressions' that are said to be its results.”                                                

                   --Judith Butler, Gender Trouble (1990) 
  

 "True love does have the power to redeem but only if we are ready for redemption. Love saves us only 

 if we want to be saved.” 

                                                                                                --bell hooks, All About Love (2001)  
 
Over the past decade or so, scholars working from cultural, feminist, and queer perspectives have 
sought to critique, challenge and expand existing categories of gender, love, and identity within 
contemporary cultures. In All About Love (2001), for instance, bell hooks turns a critical eye on 
how the commodification of love in Western media, politics, and self-help books tends to 
reinforce normative gender categories, and advocates for a transformative love based on affection, 
respect, recognition, trust and care, rather than the customary forms stemming from gender 
stereotypes, domination, control, and aggression. More recently, anthologies such as Diana Negra 
and Yvonne Tasker’s Gendering the Recession (2014) have explored how recession culture has led 
to “a surge of traditionalist discourses on gender and labor” that promote a return to domesticity 
(18), while works such as Shaka McGlotten’s Virtual Intimacies (2013) have probed the 
“liberatory” potential of queer spaces “where normal rules of social intercourse [are] suspended, 
especially those defined by heteronormative ideals” (4).  
 
The growing scholarship on the interrelationship between constructions of love, gender, and 
identity raises a host of questions that deserve further exploration. For example, how are gender 
and love constructed within various social contexts and to what ends are they discursively 
deployed? In what ways do shifting discourses on love and gender constitute, reinforce, 
destabilize, and/or reconstitute existing identity categories? What affects and effects do 
transgressions of hegemonic binaries constructed within the material and embodied notions and 
consequences of gender, love and identity—both narrow and broad—have on our lived 
experiences? How do we challenge, nourish, and/or resist such transgressions in theory and 
practice? To what ends can we transcend the limitations of education, leadership, policy, and the 
humanities to renegotiate our pasts and create more just futures?   
 
Taking Sara Ahmed’s observation “that emotions play a crucial role in the ‘surfacing’ of individual 
and collective bodies” as a point of departure, for this installment of our conference series we are 
inviting proposals for individual papers as well as panels and roundtables that grapple with one or 
more of the concepts of love, gender, and identity from a wide variety of interdisciplinary 
perspectives.  
 
The following short list of possible topics is suggestive rather than exclusive:  
 
Body Politics  
National and International Politics of Love  
Feeling, Emotion, Affect  
Gender and Performance   
Gender Perspectives in Public Policy  
Narratives of Love and Belonging   
Queering Identities   
Transgressing Boundaries   
Transformative Love  
Teaching to Transgress 
Representing Transgender, Transgendering Representations  
Popular Depictions of Love, Gender, and Identity  
Identity and Leadership  
Love, Gender, and Religion 
 
Please join us! 
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Submission Guidelines 
 
In addition to conference presentations that follow traditional models, we strongly encourage 
individual and group submissions that showcase creative work and/or utilize alternative 
approaches such as roundtables, poster sessions, storytelling sessions, poetry readings, video 
installations, and art exhibits. The deadline for proposal submissions is November 15, 2015.  
 
Please forward all proposals via email to karsten.piep@myunion.edu and include the following 
information:  
 

• Name 
• Institutional and/or program affiliation(s)  
• Mailing address (including zip code) 
• Phone number(s) 
• E-mail address  
• Title of the proposed presentation 
• Abstract of 200-500 words 
• AV equipment needs, if any 
• Special needs, if any 

 
Panel or roundtable organizers should include the above information for each participant. 
 
Location 
 
The conference will be held at the Kingsgate Marriott Conference Hotel at the University of 

Cincinnati.  

 
Kingsgate Marriott Conference Hotel   
151 Goodman Drive 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45219 
1-513-487-3800 
1-888-720-1299 
  
Registration 
 
Presenters will have to confirm their conference participation within one week of receiving the 
acceptance notice. There is no registration fee.  

 
Contact 
 
For all correspondence regarding submission and/or program content, please contact Karsten 
Piep at karsten.piep@myunion.edu 
 
 
2016 Residency Conference Committee  
 
Jeremy Basso 
Marianna Boncek  
Joanne Noel 
Karsten Piep  
Aiesha Turman 
Wendy Westmoreland  

 

mailto:karsten.piep@myunion.edu
http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/cvgkg-kingsgate-marriott-conference-hotel-at-the-university-of-cincinnati
http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/cvgkg-kingsgate-marriott-conference-hotel-at-the-university-of-cincinnati
mailto:karsten.piep@myunion.edu

