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“A riot is the language of the unheard.” 
—Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 
“A philosophy that offers moral intuitions, reasoning strategies, motivations, and examples of just 
moral actions but falls short of requiring that we have a moral duty to engage in slave 
insurrections is defective.” 

—Leonard Harris 
 
“The first duty of a revolutionary is to get away with it.” 

—Abbie Hoffman 
 
“Rebel girl, you are the queen of my world.” 

—Bikini Kill 
 
In The Wretched of the Earth (1961), Frantz Fanon articulates a path to overthrowing colonial 
powers and ridding a native Self of the residual effects of colonialism. He writes: “National 
liberation, national reawakening, restoration of the nation to the people or Commonwealth, 
whatever the name uses, whatever the latest expression, decolonization is always a violent event.” 
Fanon says further that following a “murderous and decisive confrontation” —necessary if the 
“last” is to become “the first,” he writes—the native must work to reclaim his culture. Colonialism 
and, by extension, neocolonialism, is a psycho-intellectual violence that holds “people in its 
grip…emptying the native’s brain of all form and content.” Fanon argues for a national discourse 
that describes, justifies and praises “the action through which that people has created itself and 
keeps itself in existence.” 
 
For the sixteenth installment of our conference series, we invite proposals for individual and 
panel presentations addressing the role of insurrection, subversion and rebellion in the 
pursuit of social justice. We are interested in work that examines physical confrontations—such as 
the Algerian war for independence that served as the context for Fanon’s theorizing, insurrection 
as in the case of Haiti’s revolution, or the ongoing conflicts between the Israeli state and occupied 
Palestine.  But we are equally interested in examining insurrection, subversion and rebellion in  
social practice, public education, community activism, and systemic change in the public and 
private sector. 
 
The following list of topics is meant to be suggestive rather than exclusive: 
 

 Appropriations of Rebellion 

 Art in Revolution 

 Artistic Rebellion 

 Civil Disobedience 

 Creative Protest 

 Creativity as Subversion 

 Efficacy of Revolt 

 Historical Insurrections 

 Identifying Subversive Practices 

 Insurrection and Sustainability 

 Insurrectionist Ethics 

 Language and Insurrection, Subversion, Rebellion 

 Leadership and Authority in Rebellion 

 Public Policy Impact of Riots and Demonstrations 

 Rebelling and “Coolness” 

 Rebellions in Gender and Sexuality 

 The Rhetoric of Occupation and Public Space 

 Violence/Non-Violent Resistance 
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Accepted proposals will be placed under consideration for a special section of the Spring 2015 
issue of Penumbra: An Interdisciplinary Journal of Critical and Creative Inquiry.  To see the 
most recent issue of Penumbra, visit: http://unionpenumbra.org/. 
 
Please join us!  
 
Submission Guidelines 

 
In addition to conference presentations that follow traditional models, we strongly encourage 
individual and group submissions that showcase creative work and/or utilize alternative 
approaches such as roundtables, poster sessions, storytelling sessions, video installations, and art 
exhibits. The new, extended deadline for proposal submissions is November 15, 2014.  
 
Please forward all proposals via email, c/o “Review and Organization Committee,” to 
karsten.piep@myunion.edu. Please include the following information:  
 

 Name 

 Institutional and/or program affiliation(s)  

 Mailing address (including zip code) 

 Phone number(s) 

 E-mail address  

 Title of the proposed presentation 

 Abstract of 200-500 words 

 AV equipment needs, if any 

 Special needs, if any 
 
Panel or roundtable organizers should include the above information for each participant. 
 
Location 
 
The conference will be held at the Kingsgate Marriott Conference Hotel at the University of 

Cincinnati.  

 
Kingsgate Marriott Conference Hotel   
151 Goodman Drive 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45219 
1-513-487-3800 
1-888-720-1299 
  
Registration 
 
Presenters will have to confirm their conference participation within one week of receiving the 
acceptance notice. There is no registration fee.  

 
Contact 
 
For all correspondence regarding submission and/or program content, please contact Karsten 
Piep at karsten.piep@myunion.edu 
 
Review and Organization Committee 
 
Anthony D’Ascoli, Assistant Editor, Penumbra   
Angelica Lemke, Co-Editor, Penumbra  
Gariot Louima, Co-Editor, Penumbra   
Karsten Piep, Faculty, Ph.D. in Interdisciplinary Studies Program   
Christopher Voparil, Faculty, Ph.D. in Interdisciplinary Studies Program  
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