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When the Governor of Florida suggested that the state’s universities were producing 
too many anthropologists, and that taxpayer dollars should “go to degrees where 
people can get jobs,” it focused renewed attention on the purpose and role of higher 
education and how closely colleges and universities should align their academic 
programs with specifi c industry or workforce needs. 

Periods of high unemployment rekindle perennial debates about the role of education 
vs. training, the value of the liberal arts vs. vocational and professional programs, the 
focus on today’s jobs vs. tomorrow’s workforce needs, and how to prepare citizens to 
not just take jobs, but also create jobs.

In this spirit, MHEC’s 8th annual policy summit will engage policymakers, researchers, 
and practitioners in examination of a number of key issues organized into four themes:

• DATA on job openings and employment trends:
Availability, usability, application.

• CONTENT/SUBSTANCE of academic programs:
Competencies, utility, alignment.

• RELATIONSHIPS between higher education and employers:
Expectations, preparation, communication.

• POLICY STRUCTURES that infl uence academic planning:
Autonomy, accountability, innovation. 

Date, Time, Location:
Monday, November 19, at noon to Tuesday, November 20, at 1:30 p.m.
Hilton Netherland Plaza, 35 West Fifth Street, Cincinnati, Ohio 45202

Cost:
There is NO FEE for the policy summit but attendance will be capped due to space 
limitations, so register early. Hotel accommodations can be made at the Hilton 
Netherland Plaza for a group rate of $119/night. 

Evening Event:
Join colleagues and friends for an inspiring and educational experience Monday 
evening at the National Underground Railroad Freedom Center.

Registration and more information:
Registration information and the full agenda will be available September 4 at 
http://www.mhec.org/register. Questions may be directed to Chris Rasmussen, MHEC 
vice president for research and policy analysis, at 612-432-0710 or chrisr@mhec.org.


