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The value of identity of course is that so often it comes with purpose.  

--Richard R. Grant 

 

The fear is that once identity dissolves in a sea of meaningless differences, nothing stable and secure will 

remain upon which a politics of resistance can be built. 

--Patricia Hill Collins 
 

Questions of identity have long vexed scholars, not least because they seem to touch the very core 

of how we perceive, experience, and define ourselves and others as social actors in the world. 

Attempts to answer the question of who we are typically involve the naming and labeling of 

symbolic artifacts as well as social actors. Of course, as thinkers such as Benedict Anderson, 
Judith Butler, and Michel Foucault have shown, the process of naming symbolic artifacts and 

social actors does not occur in a vacuum. Rather, it takes place within specific historical contexts 

and thus is inextricably linked to issues of power; for example, the interplay between 
legitimization and delegitimization, centralization and marginalization, regulation and resistance, 

control and subversion. 
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Following the embrace of identity politics by social movements in the second half of the last 
century, rapid globalization and the proliferation of modern technologies in the 21st century 

appear to once again challenge more or less unified concepts of identity, as individuals and 

groups strive to reimagine, reposition, and redefine themselves within and without nations, 

institutions, organizations. Increasingly, notions of fluid, shifting, multiple, and hybrid identities 
seem to replace older concepts of relatively fixed and stable identities. Yet, the idea of authentic 

and essential identities remains a powerful force, leading some postmodern activist-scholars such 

as Gayatri Spivak to advocate the "strategic use of positivist essentialism in a scrupulously visible 
political interest."  
             
Before the backdrop of vast geopolitical shifts in our contemporary world, we are once more 

compelled to reconsider the implications of various identity concepts and to rethink the ways in 

which they intersect with analytical categories such as class, ethnicity, disability, gender, 
nationality, race, religion, and sexuality. Some of the broad questions we might explore include: 

To what extend does identity rely on differentiation and identification respectively? Is identity 

constructed or is it intrinsic? How is identity materialized, articulated, embodied, lived, and 
ritualized? Who has the agency and power to define what constitutes personal and group 

identities? Can established identities be resisted, challenged, and subverted? How are identities 

affected by forced and/or voluntary interactions with other individuals or groups?  

 
For this installment of our conference series, we are inviting proposals for individual and panel 

presentations that explore issues surrounding identity from a wide variety of perspectives that 

draw upon the methods and insights of the humanities, leadership, and public policy studies. The 
following list of potential topics is suggestive rather than exclusive:    

 

 Artistic Identities 

 Authentic Identities 

 Border Identities  

 Contested Identities 

 Cultural Identities 

 Corporate Identities 

 Group Identities 

 Hybrid Identities  

 Identity Loss  

 Identity Politics 

 Identity and Self  

 Identity Theft  

 Leadership Identities   

 Marginalized Identities  

 Multiple Identities  

 Narrative Identities  

 Organizational Identities   

 Postcolonial Identities  

 Public Policy and Identity Formation  

 Writing Identities 

 
Please join us! 
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Submissions 
 

In addition to more standard conference presentations, we encourage individual and group 
submissions that showcase creative work and/or utilize alternative approaches such as poster 

sessions, storytelling sessions, dramatic tellings, roundtables. Please forward all proposals via 

email, c/o “Review and Organization Committee,” to karsten.piep@myunion.edu. The deadline 

for proposal submissions is November 1, 2010. Please include the following information:  
 

 Name 

 Institutional and/or program affiliation(s)  

 Mailing address (including zip code) 

 Phone number(s) 

 E-mail address  

 Title of the proposed presentation 

 Abstract of 200-500 words 

 AV equipment needs, if any 

 Special needs, if any 

 

Panel or roundtable organizers should include the above information for each participant. 

 

Location 

 
The conference will be held at the Kingsgate Marriott Conference Hotel at the University of 

Cincinnati. In order to receive the discounted rate of $89/night plus tax, please mention the Union 

Institute & University when making reservations.  

 
Kingsgate Marriott Conference Hotel   

151 Goodman Drive 

Cincinnati, Ohio 45219 
1-513- 487-3800 

1-888-720-1299 

 

Registration 

 

Presenters will have to confirm their conference participation within one week of receiving the 

acceptance notice. There is no registration fee. However, non-Union presenters wishing to attend 
the keynote dinner must make advance reservations at the charge of $25.             
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